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Building Our Future Update
We are pleased to report that, since our official groundbreaking on July 18, the Building Our Future project is proceeding well.  

Though we have experienced some weather and permitting delays, we can now see our new Learning Center coming together. 
Upon completion, our new Learning Center will have 10 classrooms, a multipurpose room, a library and administrative areas.  The 
Learning Center will also include two playgrounds and will incorporate strong security measures.  

While there could be mitigating factors that affect the timeline, this month you should be able to see roofing, masonry, 
windows and new curbs and gutters installed on the site.  In December, we expect to be fully involved in completing the interior. 
Our schools will be moved over to the new structure in January/February, depending upon how the construction progresses.  
Next will be preparations for the old school’s demolition. We expect the demolition phase to take approximately four weeks, 
which will then be followed by construction of our new Chapel and parking lot.  Meetings have been taking place for months on 
all aspects of the Chapel, ensuring construction and completion are done efficiently. With no unexpected delays, we would expect 
the Chapel to be completed in May/June, 2015.  Additionally, there will be changes/upgrades to our kitchen facilities, as well as 
the relocation of the Temple Gift Shop from the old school building to a prime location in the lobby of the main building.  

This will lead us into our final phase, “refreshing” our Sanctuary and Social Hall building.  Meetings between the building 
committee, our staff and our architects and construction partners are occurring on an almost daily basis right now to solidify the 
scope and nature of the changes.  Design boards showing colors, materials and concepts are on display in the lobby of Temple’s 
main building.  

Thank you to our Staff for their countless hours of support, planning and execution as we have embarked on this massive 
project.  Thank you to our committees – Fundraising, chaired by Sheryl Gurrentz; and Building/Construction, chaired by Michael 
Melun, with Nate Mendel, Rob Abramson, Marshall Abrahams, Larry Jacobson and Neil Culbertson.  Finally, thank you to 
everyone who has supported the Building Our Future campaign, and if you haven’t yet done so… don’t worry, there’s still time! 
Go to our website for more information: www.SinaiDenver.org/BuildingOurFuture
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Richard Rheins 
Senior Rabbi

From Rabbi Rheins

teenager should be blessed with the experience 
of becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah! 

Temple Sinai and I are committed to 
helping to make every family’s simchah, joyous 
celebration of Bar/Bat Mitzvah, inspiring and 
heartwarming. Through our fabulous Religious 
School, our students receive first rate Hebrew 
preparation, Judaic knowledge and ruach (spirit). 
Our tutors are the very best in the region and 
they will help each student master his/her Torah 
portion, Haftarah portion, and the Shabbat 
liturgy. As 6th graders, our students go in-depth 

       to explore the layers 
       of meaning in the 
       Torah and to learn 
       la-a-sok b’divrei Torah, 
       “to engage in the   

       words of Torah.” At   
       our pre-B’nei Mitzvah 

       Shabbaton, every 
       student and his/
       her family spends a 

Shabbat together in study, prayer, reflection, and 
discovery. This magical day concludes with the 
students selecting the actual verses of Torah that 
they’ll read at their Bar/Bat Mitzvah service.

All of this takes time, energy, and dedication. 
But our students, your children, are worth it! 
As you will notice reading further on in this 
November issue of the Kesher, we’ll have the 
selection of dates for the B’nei Mitzvah class 
of 2017 on November 23. And on December 7, 
we’ll have an orientation Q&A for all interested 
families who have children who will become 
B’nei Mitzvah in 2015 and 2016. If you have not 
yet signed up your children, NOW is the time! 
And if you know of unaffiliated families with 
children who are coming near to the age of B’nei 
Mitzvah, please reach out to them, invite them 
to Sinai and help them be a part of this most 
wonderful and blessed experience.

B’vrakha

Rabbi Rick Rheins

Why is Becoming a Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah So Important?

Between 40 and 60 students become Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah at Temple Sinai every year. From 
a superficial distance, that’s a lot of parties and 
celebrations. But the vast majority of families 
who have a Bar/Bat Mitzvah experience at Sinai 
know that the parties are merely the sweet icing 
on the cake of the real purpose, meaning, and 
significance of this most extraordinary of Jewish 
life-cycle events.

In Reform Judaism, 
boys and girls both 
become Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah at 13 or older. 
It is a perfect time---
a time when kids
become teenagers
and are ready to 
demonstrate their 
increased sense of responsibility, as well 
as their growing intellectual and spiritual 
strengths. Perhaps the best way to introduce 
the significance of becoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
is to go beyond the topic of age and simply 
mention that when Jewish young men and 
women become Bar or Bat Mitzvah, they are 
elevated by their family and the community to 
a new and important status. Their identity and 
self-esteem are boosted by an outpouring of 
love and encouragement as they celebrate their 
Jewish faith and heritage. They are entrusted 
with the Torah scroll and given the honored 
opportunity to lead, teach, and inspire their 
family, friends and community. Loved ones are 
welcomed to the bimah to participate in the 
service and, at a particularly moving moment, 
the parents offer their special loving message to 
their child. Consider that for a moment. At what 
other time in our lives are we able to gather our 
loved ones and dearest friends for a life-affirming 
event that features the significant effort and 
achievement of our children, a chance to have 
our children lead and teach, a time for loved ones 
to be honored, and a time for parents to express 
the core values of faith, ethics and love? Indeed, 
there is but one such event in our lifetimes: the 
time of becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. 

Every Jewish teenager should have the 
uplifting and joyous experience of taking their 
place in the 3,500 year line of our Jewish family. 
Every Jewish teenager should feel the pride of 
accomplishment and of the loving support from 
their family and the community. Every Jewish 

 

Men Talking Torah with Rabbi Rheins
Next Session is

Wednesday, November 19, 6:00 p.m.
Darcy’s Pub in the DTC

S. Ulster St. between Union and Belleview
No RSVP Needed!

Bible, Beers & 
Brotherhood

“At what other time in our lives are we able to 
gather our loved ones and dearest friends for a 
life-affirming event that features the significant 
effort and achievement of our children, a chance 
to have our children lead and teach, a time for 
loved ones to be honored, and a time for parents 
to express the core values of faith, ethics and 
love?”
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Ritual Column

Kol Kolot UNBOUND!
Friday, November 14 at 6:00 p.m.

 Temple Sinai’s once-a-month, early Kabbalat 
Shabbat service offers many ways of connecting 
to Shabbat, to God, and to community. We 
welcome Shabbat and unwind from the week 
with a combination of joyous singing, meditative 
readings and traditional worship. Everyone is 
encouraged to participate by raising their voices in 
song and prayer!

Friday, November 21 at 5:30 p.m. 

Tot Shabbat is a fun, engaging, half-hour 
service for families with children up to age five. 
We sing songs and prayers with the Cantor, listen 
to a story told by the Rabbi and share some juice 
and challah in the cozy warmth of our chapel. 
Everyone is welcome to bring a picnic dinner to 
eat after the service. Come celebrate Shabbat with 
us!

Saturday, November 1
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 a.m., B/M L. Samuels
Friday, November 7
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service w/

SinaiSounds
Saturday, November 8
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 a.m., B/M J. Skolnick and S. 

Kahn
Friday, November 14
6:00 p.m., Kol Kolot UNBOUND!
7:00 p.m.,  Family Shabbat Service 

w/3rd Grade and Youth Choir
Saturday, November 15
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
Thursday, November 20
11:00 a.m., Healing Service
Friday, November 21
5:30 p.m., Tot Shabbat
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service with 

TMG
Saturday, November 22
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 a.m., B/M S. Korman

Sunday, November 23
7:00 p.m., Thanksgiving Interfaith 

Service at First Plymouth
Friday, November 28
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, November 29
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan

Worship Services

Yiddish Word of the Month:  
Naches

Naches (pronounced NA-khis) means 
“absolute joy and gratification.” It is especially 
popular to use this word as an expression of 
the joy children and grandchildren give you. 
“She brought such naches to her grandparents 
as she became a Bat Mitzvah!”

Healing Service:  
Thursday, November 20 at 11:00 a.m.

For our Healing Service, we gather together 
in the sacred space of the Zwerin Sanctuary for 
prayers, meditations, and the warm embrace 
of friends to renew our sense of hope, strength 
and healing. 

The Healing Service is for those who are 
struggling with their health. 

The Healing Service is for those struggling 
with sadness and grief. 

The Healing Service is for caregivers who 
seek inspiration as they pray for the welfare of 
loved ones. All are welcome.

November 7 at 7:00pm 
(during our Friday evening service)

Come join Cantor Nesis, Rabbi Rheins and Rabbi Gorban for our first 
installment of SinaiSounds. Learn new melodies, hear the old ones anew, 

brighten your week and be inspired!! Feel the rhythm and sing along! 

November 7 at 7:00 p.m.
(during our Friday evening service)

Come join Cantor Nesis, Rabbi Rheins and 
Rabbi Gorban for our first installment of 
SinaiSounds.  Learn new melodies, hear the 
old ones anew, brighten your week and be 
inspired!  Feel the rhythm and sing along!
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Visit our  
website at  

www. 
sinaidenver.org. 

You will be 
amazed at all  
of the helpful,  

up-to-date 
information.

From Rabbi Gorban

Keren Gorban
Assistant Rabbi

bring holiness into our lives and to create sacred 
bonds with our community, our tradition, our 
world, and God. Judaism is full of traditions that 
elevate special times and important milestones. 
Our religion also includes many rituals to 
sanctify the most mundane aspects of our lives, 
from eating to getting ready for bed to getting 
dressed—even going to the bathroom (yes, there 
really is a blessing that is said after going to the 
bathroom). And Judaism has always had room for 
new ceremonies and traditions to develop when 
we want to sanctify a moment that previous 
generations did not (baby-naming ceremonies and 
confirmation are two of many examples).

That being said, ritual can be scary, particularly 
when we have had bad experiences with it in the 
past or no experience whatsoever. We worry 
that we won’t do everything just right or we let 
the past color the present. Sometimes we avoid 
certain customs or ceremonies because it’s just not 
something we do. As someone who loves ritual for 
the way it allows us to make time, space, and life 
holy, but who doesn’t love all rituals, I have found 
that the more I explore and study the traditions 
that exist within Judaism, the less I worry about 
doing things right and the more connected I feel 
to God, the Jewish community, and Judaism—and 
to the people who have introduced me to new (or 
old) rituals.

If you find yourself curious about any of the 
many customs, traditions, or rituals in Judaism, 
feel free to get in touch with me or any of the 
clergy at Temple Sinai and we would be happy to 
discuss their origins and how to enact them and, if 
necessary, guide you as you try them out for the 
first time. I hope that they elevate the ordinary 
and bring holiness into your life!

Rabbi Keren Gorban

Lifting and Elevating
A week before Rosh HaShanah, I spent the 

afternoon at Sh’ma b’Kolah, a day-long women’s 
retreat organized by the JCC. I was invited to 
co-teach a workshop on hagbahah (raising the 
Torah scroll for everyone to see the section that 
was read). When women registered for the 
retreat, they were asked to sign up for workshops, 
and by the day of the retreat, only four women 
had signed up. Many women chose not to sign up 
because they were afraid that they would drop 
the Torah. And yet, by the end of the afternoon, 
more than 25, ages ranging from mid-20’s to 70’s, 
had lifted the Torah scroll above their heads for 
the first time as they practiced hagbahah.

More incredible than watching these women 
lift the Torah scroll for the first time, was noticing 
their expressions through the process. Their fear 
and anxiety visibly changed to joy, confidence, 
and pride as they discovered their own strength 
and power, and a new connection to the Torah 
and Judaism, through the ritual of hagbahah.

This is the intent of ritual—to empower us to 

Linda Weinstein doing hagbahah 
for the first time.

Cocktails & Commentaries 
 

November 13 at 6:00 p.m. 
Discussion Topic: Abraham’s Successor 

Rebecca as the leader of the next generation 

Romano’s Macaroni Grill 
7979 E. Arapahoe Road, Greenwood Village 

Please RSVP to Rabbi Keren Gorban at  
rabbikeren@sinaidenver.org or 303-759-1827. 

Women’s Happy Hour and Torah Discussion Group 
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Susan Epstein
President

I hope all of you have had an opportunity 
to see the construction progress on our new 
Learning Center.  Each day we get closer to 
its opening, which is estimated to take place 
some time in January, 2015. Shortly thereafter, 
construction of our new chapel will begin.  

Once again, I would like to thank all of our 
generous donors who have contributed to the 
Building Our Future (BOF) campaign and made 
our construction progress possible. As I indicated 
during my Yom Kippur talk, while our fundraising 
efforts for the Building Our Future project have 
been very successful thus far, we are below our 
goal of 100% member participation.  Why 100% 
participation, you ask? Isn’t that an impossible 
goal? Not at all, when you realize the importance 
of taking part, what a gift to BOF actually 
represents.

Your gift honors our ancestors and founders, 
embraces our children and all future generations. 
Your gift assures the continuity of our Sinai 
community and our ability to serve our members 
in years to come within facilities that are modern, 
functional, technologically up-to-date and 
energy-efficient.  

If you haven’t done so yet, please step up now. 
If you pledged your gift over a five-year period, 
please consider paying it off earlier.  Each dollar 
contributed to our BOF campaign reduces the 
amount we will need to borrow and the interest 
we need to pay. Be a part of BOF. Commit to our 
Community.

Until next month,
Susan Epstein
Susan Epstein

George & Angie Aronoff
Nicole Hutt-Aelion & Vital Aelion
    Gabriella (8), Danielle (6)
Rabbi Hanoch & Jamie Fields
    Melanie (12), Kevin (21), 
    Miriam (16), Noah (14)
Laura Potok & Adam Nelson
    Phillip (10), Fiona (0)
Daryn & Serene Smith
    Colten (6), Sianna (3)
Bryan & Heidi Smith
    Noah (7), Eliana (5)
Wendy Yellin & Chuck Faith
Todd Silverman & Amy Wirth
    Alex (2)
Dr. Herb Josepher
Lauren & Tyler Garner
    Blake (4), Emma (1)
Steven & Mary Gilbert
Tom Shebar & Ann Olson
    Sophia (8)
Lanny Goldwasser & Alisha LeBlanc
Jerry & Lisa Perryman
    Jadon (15), Elan (12)
Gary & Ru Schanman
    Ella (9), Talia (7)
David Madorsky & Michele Winkler
    Max (19)
Matthew & Sarah Hanson
    Noah (6)

Welcome to Our New
 Members!

k Read Ten Minutes of Torah and the latest articles from the URJ Blog
k Find the weekly Torah portion and candle-lighting times 
k Read the Rabbis' sermons and links to further learning
k and MUCH, MUCH MORE!

There are so many ways to stay connected to Temple. 
Try one, more or ALL of the following!

   

1.  SINAI SNIPPETS -- Our weekly e-newsletter. "Snippets" of what is happening 
at Temple sent every Thursday via email. You will also receive the Kesher 
electronically each month typically at least a week before the hard copy 
arrives. Email Lin@SinaiDenver.org to sign up.

2.  SINAI APP -- Have the Temple calendar and the latest news at your fingertips! You can even listen to and learn all the Shabbat prayers. 
Receive special notifications for school cancelations and other important updates. To download the APP, go to SinaiDenver.org/APP

3.  SINAIDENVER.ORG -- 
k Programming descriptions and information
k Temple Calendar
k Make Donations or Payments
k Enjoy the current playlist from Cantor Nesis

4.  FACEBOOK & TWITTER -- "Like" us at Facebook.com/SinaiDenver and "Follow" us at Twitter.com/SinaiDenver. Pictures, programming 
information, messages from Rabbi Rheins and even an occasional joke. 
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From Amy Becker

Amy Becker 
Executive Director

Visit our  
website at  

www. 
sinaidenver.org. 

You will be 
amazed at all  
of the helpful,  

up-to-date 
information.

Julia Childs…
Eat Your Heart Out!

In preparation for Break-the-Fast, I decided 
that it was time to try a new kugel recipe.   So I 
went to the shelf and instantly picked out the new 
Sinai Cookbook.  After weighing the differences 
of many delectable choices, I chose one and called 
the chef who submitted the recipe (Wendy Vean)  
to make sure I was following things correctly.  
Talk about bringing a cookbook to life!!! 

 A labor of love is the best way to describe 
this venture.  It started over 1 ½ years ago when 
Esther Gurman received a call from Susan Welton, 
then President of our Sisterhood, who asked 
her to participate in the Kugel Cook-off.  Esther 
couldn’t help, but mentioned that she was having 
a reccurring dream about creating a Temple 
Cookbook and thought it was a sign.  Susan 
informed her that others had been interested as 
well and that they should all get together and 
discuss the opportunity.  And so, the new Temple 
Sinai Cookbook was born.

Esther went to work putting together the 
connoisseurs to help her achieve her dream.  Thus, 
began months of planning, meeting, organizing, 
editing and proofing.  The team was comprised 
of Esther, Rachel Keller, Marty Meitus, Debbie 
Nochlin and Jodi Olin.    As Esther explained to me, 
“Every one of the ladies involved had something 
special to contribute.  Rachel understands gluten-
free and owns her own cookie business.  Jodi is 
artistic and owns her own business.  Marty had 
experience not just with writing and cooking, 
but with working on cookbooks.  Debbie is a 
workhorse, just say it and it is done.”   Esther 
made the contact, organized and kept the group 
moving.  Together, they just simply “got it done.”

 To gather recipes, the team picked up the 
phone and called people, by dividing up lists and 
engaging others to help gather recipes.  All of a 
sudden everything took off and 150 recipes had 
been collected. Then came the hard part, putting 
it together and making the recipes work together 
in a book.  There were questions back and forth 
about details, making sure that the instructions 
were clear.  They went through word by word, 
making sure that directions were consistent.  As 
Esther explained, “You wouldn’t want each recipe 
to give preheating instructions at a different spot 
in the recipe .”  They spent hours formatting, 
making small changes and tweaking fine details.  
All along Esther and the team had in the back of 
their minds that this was all about community. 

 When asking people for recipes, Esther 
and the team had two goals that they shared, 

making history at Temple Sinai (because the 
book will always be here) and doing something 
philanthropic that would make a difference for 
the Temple.  It wasn’t about the Cookbook itself; 
it was about the goals. 

 Esther also talked about the amazing 
contributions to underwrite the Cookbook.  She 
said, “The best thing was that many of my friends 
asked how they could help.  I informed them that 
the underwriting of the book was key, as all of 
the sales of the book would benefit the Building 
Our Future project.  Although the team spent 
countless hours working on the book, I am most 
grateful to the donors as that is what made the 
Cookbook what it is today, a great success. Sheryl 
Gurrentz was a tremendous help as she guided me 
on how to handle the dollars and how to turn the 
contributions into a matching gift.”

 Over 500 books were  printed.  This Cookbook 
offers everything you could ask for and more.  It 
has instructions, suggestions, stories, and some 
of the best Sinai chefs have shared their favorites.  
It is a fun, easy-to-follow book that allows for 
options and  alternatives.  But the best part, of 
course, are the goals that the team achieved!  Bon 
Appetit!

Enjoy over 450 recipes from over 150 of 
Temple Sinai’s best cooks. The cost is $20 and all 
of the proceeds go to Building Our Future. 

Go to SinaiDenver.org for online purchase or 
stop by the Temple office for your copy.  It makes 
a great gift!
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Theatre Night at the JCC
350 South Dahlia Street

Thursday, November 13 at 7:30 p.m.

Join us on Thursday, November 13 for a 
night at the theatre.  We will gather to see 
Kindertransport  at the MACC at the JCC.  
After Kristallnacht, the Kindertransport rescue 
mission transported about 10,000 children, 
most of whom were Jewish, to safety in 
England.  It is the story of a Kindertransport 
participant who wants to bury her past and 
her relationship with her daughter, who needs 
to understand her mother’s story in order to 
forge her own identity.

Cost:  $21.00 per person
RSVP by November 3 to Lisa Thorner at 

(303) 759-1827 or lisa@sinaidenver.org.

Trip to Union Station
Wednesday, December 10 at 

10:30 a.m.
Join us on Wednesday, December 10 for a 

trip to Union Station.  We will take the light 
rail downtown, have lunch and explore the 
new Union Station. 

RSVP by December 4 to Lisa Thorner at 
(303) 759-1827 or lisa@sinaidenver.org.

Restaurant Night
Volcano Asian Cuisine
Tuesday, November 11

Please join us from 4:00 to 9:00 p.m. at 
Volcano Restaurant, 10440 E. Arapahoe Rd., 
Centennial.  For each dine-in or carry-out 
purchase, Volcano will donate 20% of the total 
sales back to Temple Sinai.  Contact Lisa Thorner 
at lisa@sinaidenver.org to pick up your flyer.

Mark your calendars for the next Knitting 
dates: November 9, December 14 and 
January 11 at 10:00 a.m. at Temple Sinai.
No RSVP needed and all are welcome! For 
more information, contact Suzan Markman 
smarkman@comcast.net.

SAVE THE DATE
December 19th at 6:30 p.m.

Join us for Temple Sinai’s Annual Family 
Chanukah Dinner and Celebration 

Location:  Temple Sinai
Time:         5:30 p.m. (Family Shabbat Service)
                   6:30 p.m. (Dinner)

There will be activities for all ages.  Be sure 
to bring your Chanukiah and candles for our 
community candle lighting.
Cost:  $8.00 for children (4-12); $16.00 for Adults
Contact: Lisa Thorner at 303-759-1827 or 
lisa@sinaidenver.org

Here are the dates and book selections for the 
next few months. All are welcome! We start at 
11:00 a.m.

November 19 - Like Dreamers:  The Story of 
the Israeli Paratroopers Who Reunited Jerusalem 
and Divided a Nation by Yossi Klein Halevi

December 17 - Wherever You Go  by Joan 
Leegant

January 28 - Far From Zion  by Charles London

Shalom, 
Bookies!

For additional 
programming 
information or 

to RSVP, contact 
Lisa Thorner at 
303-759-1827 or 

lisa@ 
sinaidenver.org

Lisa Thorner 
Director of 

Programming 
and Volunteer 
Development



     It’s another exciting year for the Lifelong Jewish Learning Program as we line up some outstanding 
speakers and programs for the fall and spring. The most exciting news is that we will now feature an 
annual film event to wrap up our spring programming, thanks to the generosity of Marilyn and Ed Pepper. 
This year’s film screening will be The Eleventh Day – Survivors of Munich 1972, shown at the 2014 Jewish 
Film Festivals in Los Angeles and San Diego. The film documents the seven Israeli athletes who survived 
the terror and killings in the Olympic Village as they gather for the first time 40 years later.

     Mark your calendars for this fall’s exciting lineup of talks on everything from the Israeli   
conflict to Jewish views on immigration. The fall semester lineup:

   

November 5: ADL 100: Annual Survey of Anti-Semitism
     Neil Oberfeld, the Anti-Defamation League’s regional board chair and 
Temple Sinai member, will review the ADL’s annual
survey of anti-Semitism in the United States and throughout the world. 
Oberfeld will look at widely held views about Jewish people and Judaism, as 
well as explore the statistical data, leading to both some very encouraging and 
disappointing conclusions.
     Neil is a shareholder and attorney at Greenberg Traurig. His specialties 
include real estate and business investment, acquisition, development and 
finance transactions; retail, office and industrial lease transactions; joint 
venture and fund formation and investment; secured and commercial loan 
transactions; and property tax assessment. He was included in The Best 
Lawyers in America, Real Estate Law, 2013 to 2015 and is actively involved in 
the community.

November 19: Stories on Stage: The Conversion of the Jews 
by Phillp Roth Co-Sponsored by Sisterhood
     A top-notch actor from the Denver theatrical company, Stories on Stage 
will bring to life this Philip Roth short story. An actor will read, perform, and 
talk about the meaning of this controversial story that Roth wrote in 1959 as 
Jews were becoming more and more assimilated into American society.
     In the story, a teenager named Ozzie questions his Rabbi on why the Jews 
reject the idea of immaculate conception if they believe that God is all-
powerful. What follows will surprise you as the story takes a dramatic turn and 
Ozzie forces the congregation to re-think their beliefs.

December 3: Huddled Mass or Second Class Citizen, 
with Sue Parker Gerson
     As immigrants to this country, should the Jews be more sensitive to the 
current controversy over immigration? Is there a “Jewish point of view” on the 
subject? Sue Parker Gerson will fill us in on this very sensitive topic.
     Sue Parker Gerson joined the Anti-Defamation League in June 2013 as 
Associate Regional Director of the Mountain States Office. She staffs the 
Governor’s Holocaust Remembrance Program, the Catholic-Jewish Dialogue, 
the Robert B. Sturm Fellows Leadership Program, and responds to 
discrimination complaints and incidents as they arise. She earned her MA from 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, is the co-author of Teaching 
Jewish History (Behrman House, 2006), and for many years served as the 
Colorado and Western Regional Director of the Florence Melton Adult Mini-
School. She is married to Rabbi Bernard Gerson, spiritual leader of 
Congregation Rodef Shalom.

*Cost: $72 per class (Members); $100 per 
class (Non-Members) unless otherwise 
noted.
   

Hebrew For Beginners I 
(10:45 a.m.-Noon)
Taught by Cantor Sheila Nesis
     
      Always wished that you could read the 
Hebrew side of the prayer book, but simply 

didn’t have the time to attend a year-long 
class? Then, Hebrew for Beginners I is your answer. Come join Cantor 
Nesis for an intensive eight sessions to learn the letters and vowels. 
This class is highly recommended for people interested in Adult B’nei 
Mitzvah, but in need of the basic Hebrew skills. The class will use the 
text book The New Reading Hebrew, by Dr. C. Castberg and Lillian W. 
Adler, along with the workbook Practice, Drill and Review for Reading 
Hebrew, by Lillian W. Adler.
Class dates: November 9, 16, 23; December 7, 14, 21; January 4, 11

  
Prayerbook Hebrew II 
(10:30-11:20 a.m.)
Taught by Rabbi Susan Rheins
  
     In this course, students will focus on the fluency, vocabulary and the 
meaning of the Mourner’s Kaddish, the Friday evening Kiddush, and 
Birkat HaMazon (thanksgiving prayer after a meal). The course will be 
eight sessions (40 minutes each). No books are required but in-house 
materials and recordings will be handed out. 
Class Dates: November 9, 16, 23; December 7, 14, 21; January 4, 11

  
Exploring the Teachings and the World of the 
Talmud: Part 1
(9:15-10:25 a.m.)
Taught by Rabbi Richard Rheins

     This class is the perfect introduction to the inspiring teachings of the 
Talmud. The Talmud helped to create the foundation of modern 
Judaism but, due to difficult language barriers, for many it remains but 
a mystery. Thankfully, exceptional modern texts and translations are 
enabling us to explore the profound wisdom of the Talmud.
      In this class we'll use the superb book, Swimming in the Sea of the 
Talmud by Michael Katz and Gershon Schwartz. Each class session will 
include an in-depth review of a famous Talmudic passage which will 
evoke spirited discussion, debate, discovery, and, of course, a lot of fun. 
While we'll schedule at least 10 sessions, the intent is to keep studying 
and exploring as long as we can.
Class Dates: November 9, 16, 23; December 7, 14, 21; January 4, 11, 25; 
February 8, 22

iEngage 1: Foundations for a New Relationship 
with Israel  
(10:30 a.m.-Noon, Cost: $118)
Taught by Rabbi Keren Gorban
     
     Deepen your understanding of the values upon which Israel is built and 
the challenges it faces when those values come into conflict with each 
other. This curriculum was developed by Rabbi Donniel Hartman, the 
director of the wonderful Hartman Institute in Jerusalem. The source 
book and videos that accompany this curriculum will provide a 
springboard for discussion and for exploring our own relationships with 
Israel. This course is taught as part of the Rocky Mountain Rabbinical 
Council's iEngage courses. For additional course offerings, speak to Rabbi 
Gorban or see flyer in the lobby. Note: There is an iEngage 2: Tribes of 
Israel  for Young Professional  course during the week as well.
Class Dates: November 9, 16, 23; December 7, 14; January 11, 25; February 
8, 22; March 1, 8, 15

Making Prayer Meaningful  
(Saturdays 10:30 a.m.-Noon, Cost:$18)
Taught by Rabbi Keren Gorban
     
     Have you ever said, "I don't like going to services because I don't 
understand what I'm saying"? Then this course is for you! Learn what the 
prayers that make up our Shabbat morning service mean and different 
perspectives on how to pray when you can't connect to the Hebrew (or 
the English) words. Please bring a copy of Mishkan T'filah  (available for 
purchase online or in our office).
Class Dates: November 8, 15, 22; December 6, 13; January 24, 31; 
February 7, 28; March 7 

Modern Israeli Hebrew  
(Wednesdays, Noon-1:00 p.m., Cost: $36)
Taught by Nevet Montgomery
     
     Learn how to speak to one another with fun idiomatic phrases used in 
Israel today. For instance, when you meet a friend you ask, "David, how's 
it going?" or "what's new?"  In Israel, you say, "Davidkeh, ma nishma?" 
When we leave a friend, we say, "See ya later, " and we often shorten that 
by saying, "See ya."  In Israel you say, "Leh-hitt" and that is short for "Le-
hitt-ra-ot." It's easy.
Class Dates: November 5, 12, 19; December 3, 10, 17

Lunch & Learn!
Thursdays, Noon to 1:00 p.m. November 6, 13, 20

No L&L on the 27th due to Thanksgiving.
   

COME TO LEARN, DISCUSS, DEBATE, AND MEET FRIENDS. 
We’ll review ethical & moral issues in selected Jewish texts, discuss 

hot current topics and debate the important issues of the day. 
Bring your lunch! We will serve the text and topics! 

Newcomers quickly and easily fit right in!



     It’s another exciting year for the Lifelong Jewish Learning Program as we line up some outstanding 
speakers and programs for the fall and spring. The most exciting news is that we will now feature an 
annual film event to wrap up our spring programming, thanks to the generosity of Marilyn and Ed Pepper. 
This year’s film screening will be The Eleventh Day – Survivors of Munich 1972, shown at the 2014 Jewish 
Film Festivals in Los Angeles and San Diego. The film documents the seven Israeli athletes who survived 
the terror and killings in the Olympic Village as they gather for the first time 40 years later.

     Mark your calendars for this fall’s exciting lineup of talks on everything from the Israeli   
conflict to Jewish views on immigration. The fall semester lineup:

   

November 5: ADL 100: Annual Survey of Anti-Semitism
     Neil Oberfeld, the Anti-Defamation League’s regional board chair and 
Temple Sinai member, will review the ADL’s annual
survey of anti-Semitism in the United States and throughout the world. 
Oberfeld will look at widely held views about Jewish people and Judaism, as 
well as explore the statistical data, leading to both some very encouraging and 
disappointing conclusions.
     Neil is a shareholder and attorney at Greenberg Traurig. His specialties 
include real estate and business investment, acquisition, development and 
finance transactions; retail, office and industrial lease transactions; joint 
venture and fund formation and investment; secured and commercial loan 
transactions; and property tax assessment. He was included in The Best 
Lawyers in America, Real Estate Law, 2013 to 2015 and is actively involved in 
the community.

November 19: Stories on Stage: The Conversion of the Jews 
by Phillp Roth Co-Sponsored by Sisterhood
     A top-notch actor from the Denver theatrical company, Stories on Stage 
will bring to life this Philip Roth short story. An actor will read, perform, and 
talk about the meaning of this controversial story that Roth wrote in 1959 as 
Jews were becoming more and more assimilated into American society.
     In the story, a teenager named Ozzie questions his Rabbi on why the Jews 
reject the idea of immaculate conception if they believe that God is all-
powerful. What follows will surprise you as the story takes a dramatic turn and 
Ozzie forces the congregation to re-think their beliefs.

December 3: Huddled Mass or Second Class Citizen, 
with Sue Parker Gerson
     As immigrants to this country, should the Jews be more sensitive to the 
current controversy over immigration? Is there a “Jewish point of view” on the 
subject? Sue Parker Gerson will fill us in on this very sensitive topic.
     Sue Parker Gerson joined the Anti-Defamation League in June 2013 as 
Associate Regional Director of the Mountain States Office. She staffs the 
Governor’s Holocaust Remembrance Program, the Catholic-Jewish Dialogue, 
the Robert B. Sturm Fellows Leadership Program, and responds to 
discrimination complaints and incidents as they arise. She earned her MA from 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, is the co-author of Teaching 
Jewish History (Behrman House, 2006), and for many years served as the 
Colorado and Western Regional Director of the Florence Melton Adult Mini-
School. She is married to Rabbi Bernard Gerson, spiritual leader of 
Congregation Rodef Shalom.

*Cost: $72 per class (Members); $100 per 
class (Non-Members) unless otherwise 
noted.
   

Hebrew For Beginners I 
(10:45 a.m.-Noon)
Taught by Cantor Sheila Nesis
     
      Always wished that you could read the 
Hebrew side of the prayer book, but simply 

didn’t have the time to attend a year-long 
class? Then, Hebrew for Beginners I is your answer. Come join Cantor 
Nesis for an intensive eight sessions to learn the letters and vowels. 
This class is highly recommended for people interested in Adult B’nei 
Mitzvah, but in need of the basic Hebrew skills. The class will use the 
text book The New Reading Hebrew, by Dr. C. Castberg and Lillian W. 
Adler, along with the workbook Practice, Drill and Review for Reading 
Hebrew, by Lillian W. Adler.
Class dates: November 9, 16, 23; December 7, 14, 21; January 4, 11

  
Prayerbook Hebrew II 
(10:30-11:20 a.m.)
Taught by Rabbi Susan Rheins
  
     In this course, students will focus on the fluency, vocabulary and the 
meaning of the Mourner’s Kaddish, the Friday evening Kiddush, and 
Birkat HaMazon (thanksgiving prayer after a meal). The course will be 
eight sessions (40 minutes each). No books are required but in-house 
materials and recordings will be handed out. 
Class Dates: November 9, 16, 23; December 7, 14, 21; January 4, 11

  
Exploring the Teachings and the World of the 
Talmud: Part 1
(9:15-10:25 a.m.)
Taught by Rabbi Richard Rheins

     This class is the perfect introduction to the inspiring teachings of the 
Talmud. The Talmud helped to create the foundation of modern 
Judaism but, due to difficult language barriers, for many it remains but 
a mystery. Thankfully, exceptional modern texts and translations are 
enabling us to explore the profound wisdom of the Talmud.
      In this class we'll use the superb book, Swimming in the Sea of the 
Talmud by Michael Katz and Gershon Schwartz. Each class session will 
include an in-depth review of a famous Talmudic passage which will 
evoke spirited discussion, debate, discovery, and, of course, a lot of fun. 
While we'll schedule at least 10 sessions, the intent is to keep studying 
and exploring as long as we can.
Class Dates: November 9, 16, 23; December 7, 14, 21; January 4, 11, 25; 
February 8, 22

iEngage 1: Foundations for a New Relationship 
with Israel  
(10:30 a.m.-Noon, Cost: $118)
Taught by Rabbi Keren Gorban
     
     Deepen your understanding of the values upon which Israel is built and 
the challenges it faces when those values come into conflict with each 
other. This curriculum was developed by Rabbi Donniel Hartman, the 
director of the wonderful Hartman Institute in Jerusalem. The source 
book and videos that accompany this curriculum will provide a 
springboard for discussion and for exploring our own relationships with 
Israel. This course is taught as part of the Rocky Mountain Rabbinical 
Council's iEngage courses. For additional course offerings, speak to Rabbi 
Gorban or see flyer in the lobby. Note: There is an iEngage 2: Tribes of 
Israel  for Young Professional  course during the week as well.
Class Dates: November 9, 16, 23; December 7, 14; January 11, 25; February 
8, 22; March 1, 8, 15

Making Prayer Meaningful  
(Saturdays 10:30 a.m.-Noon, Cost:$18)
Taught by Rabbi Keren Gorban
     
     Have you ever said, "I don't like going to services because I don't 
understand what I'm saying"? Then this course is for you! Learn what the 
prayers that make up our Shabbat morning service mean and different 
perspectives on how to pray when you can't connect to the Hebrew (or 
the English) words. Please bring a copy of Mishkan T'filah  (available for 
purchase online or in our office).
Class Dates: November 8, 15, 22; December 6, 13; January 24, 31; 
February 7, 28; March 7 

Modern Israeli Hebrew  
(Wednesdays, Noon-1:00 p.m., Cost: $36)
Taught by Nevet Montgomery
     
     Learn how to speak to one another with fun idiomatic phrases used in 
Israel today. For instance, when you meet a friend you ask, "David, how's 
it going?" or "what's new?"  In Israel, you say, "Davidkeh, ma nishma?" 
When we leave a friend, we say, "See ya later, " and we often shorten that 
by saying, "See ya."  In Israel you say, "Leh-hitt" and that is short for "Le-
hitt-ra-ot." It's easy.
Class Dates: November 5, 12, 19; December 3, 10, 17

Lunch & Learn!
Thursdays, Noon to 1:00 p.m. November 6, 13, 20

No L&L on the 27th due to Thanksgiving.
   

COME TO LEARN, DISCUSS, DEBATE, AND MEET FRIENDS. 
We’ll review ethical & moral issues in selected Jewish texts, discuss 

hot current topics and debate the important issues of the day. 
Bring your lunch! We will serve the text and topics! 

Newcomers quickly and easily fit right in!



THIS DELUXE TOUR INCLUDES: 

Tour Costs 
Full Cost  

(Paid by CC) 
Discounted  

(Paid by Check) 

Land Costs $3,913.00 $3,799.00 

Land costs are per person, based on double occupancy. 
Single occupancy is $1,441 or $1,399 paid by check. 

Triple reduction is $900 per room 
($300 savings per person in a triple room - one person in room must be under 18) 

 
Group Airfare available soon. 

 
 
 3 nights at the Carlton Hotel in Tel Aviv 
 2 nights at Kibbutz K’far Blum in the Galilee  
 5 nights plus late check out at Inbal Jerusalem  
 All touring in a deluxe air-conditioned vehicle with an English

-speaking guide 
 Breakfast daily 
 Welcome dinner at Maganda 
 Shabbat Dinner  in Tel Aviv 
 Kibbutz dinner 
 Dinner at Dag Al HaDan 
 Shabbat dinner in Jerusalem 
 Picnic lunch 
 Farewell dinner 
 Visit Independence Hall 
 Discover the ancient ruins at Caesarea 
 Enjoy Kabbalat Shabbat at Beit Daniel Tel Aviv 
 Evening walk along the Jordan River 

 
 
 Hike to the Gamla Nature Reserve 
 Wine tour & tasting at the Golan Heights Winery 
 Enjoy a walking tour of Jerusalem’s Old City 
 Enjoy an evening Pilgrimage to the Old City & Western 

Wall with Rabbis Rheins 
 Tour the Western Wall Tunnels 
 Archeological dig at Beit Guvrin 
 Ascend King Herod’s fortress at Masada 
 Float in the Dead Sea 
 Visit Yad Vashem  
 Explore the sites and sounds of Machane Yehuda market 
 Entrance fees per itinerary 
 Porterage 
 Transfers included if arriving/departing with the main 

group 
 
...AND SO MUCH MORE! 

Tour is for Temple Sinai (Denver) members.  
Tour is limited to 42 participants. 

Find out more and register online at  
www.ayelet.com/RheinsMarch2015.aspx 

19 Aviation Rd. * Albany, NY 12205 * www.ayelet.com 
(800) 237-1517 * (518) 783-6001 * FAX (518) 783-6003  

Join Rabbis Richard & Susan Rheins & 
Temple Sinai of Denver 

On an Amazing Trip to  

ISRAELISRAEL  
March 17 - 29, 2015 



Tour does not include: Roundtrip airfare (available 11 months prior), departure taxes & fuel surcharges. Any border taxes or visa fees, tips to guides, driver and 
waiters ($15.00 per person/day; pre-collected),  travel insurance (HIGHLY RECOMMENDED), or items of a personal nature. Participants arriving at other times 
(not with the group flights) are responsible for their own transfers. Ayelet Tours will be happy to arrange private transfers at an additional cost.  Note airfare 
departure taxes and fuel surcharges are subject to change until ticketed. Full payment is due 61 days prior to departure. CANCELLATION POLICY: $100 per 
person charged if cancelled once booked, plus any applicable airline penalties. $250 per person charged if cancelled 60-31 days before departure, plus any 
applicable airline penalties. 100% penalties apply if cancelled 30 days or less before departure. 

Disclaimer: Ayelet Tours, Rabbis Richard & Susan Rheins & Temple Sinai of Denver act only as agents for the tour members in making arrangements for hotels, transporta-
tion, touring, restaurants or any other services in connection with the itinerary. We will exercise reasonable care in making such arrangements. However, we do not assume 
any liability whatsoever for any injury, damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity to person and property because of an act of default of any hotel, airline carrier, restaurant, 
company, or person rendering any of the services included in the tour. The right is reserved to cancel or change itineraries or to substitute comparable service without notice. 
The right is reserved to decline to accept or retain any tour passengers should such person's health or general deportment impede the operation of the tour to the detriment of 
the other tour passengers. 

Yes,  I plan to join Rabbis Richard & Susan Rheins & Temple Sinai of Denver on this amazing tour to Israel in March 2015!  
I am sending this form with my $500 per person deposit!  
*One form per person. Please include passport copy with registration. 

Passport must be valid for 6 months PAST return travel date 
 
 

Name as it appears on passport:            
Address:        City:     State:    ZIP:  __________ 
Passport No.:        Expiration:       Date of Birth:_________________ 
Phone:         Email:         
Sharing with another registrant (registering separately)?  Please note name here:      
Pay by credit card: __Mastercard__Visa__Discover __AmEx#_______________________Exp:______SecCode: ___ 

If submitting multiple forms, please check this box to apply the CC information above to cover all registration deposits in your family 
 

Sharing with another registrant (registering separately)?  Please note name here:_______________________________ 
 

Ayelet Tours, Ltd. * 19 Aviation Road * Albany, NY  12205 
(800) 237-1517 * (518) 783-6001 * FAX (518) 783-6003 * e-mail: ayelet@ayelet.com 

 Land & Air  Land Only 

ST40178 

Find out more and register online at www.ayelet.com/RheinsMarch2015.aspx 
 

On This Outstanding Journey, together we will… 

Engage with the Progressive Community in Israel 

Enrich our knowledge of Jewish and Ancient History 

Encounter firsthand the Modern Miracle of the State of Israel 

Explore the many faces that make up Multicultural Israel 

Immerse in Israeli Culture — Art, Food & Wine 

Enjoy outdoor adventures and the beauty of the land itself 
 

Read the full itinerary and register today online at: 
 www.ayelet.com/RheinsMarch2015.aspx 



19 Aviation Rd. * Albany, NY 12205 * www.ayelet.com 
(800) 237-1517 * (518) 783-6001 * FAX (518) 783-6003  

Rabbis Richard & Susan Rheins 
Of Temple Sinai of Denver, CO 

CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPE 
 

BERLIN * PRAGUE * WARSAW * KRAKOW 
 

July 6 - 19, 2015 
 

Tour is for Temple Sinai (Denver) members.  
Tour is limited to 42 participants. 

Find out more and register online at  
www.ayelet.com/RheinsCEJuly2015.aspx 

 
 
 
 

 3 nights at the Hilton Hotel in Berlin 
 3 nights at the Kings Court Hotel in Prague 
 2 nights at the Radisson Blu Centrum Hotel in Warsaw 
 4 nights at the Radisson Blu Hotel in Krakow 
 All touring in a deluxe air-conditioned vehicle  
with an English-speaking guide 
 Internal flight to Warsaw 
 First class train from Warsaw to Krakow 
 Breakfast daily 
 Welcome dinner in Berlin  
 Dinner atop the Reichstag in Berlin  
 Shabbat dinner in Prague 
 Dinner at progressive Beit Warsawa in Warsaw 
 Shabbat dinner in Krakow 
 Farewell dinner in Krakow with Klezmer music 
 

 
 

 See the Berlin Holocaust Memorial  
 Meet Geiger College’s Rabbi Walter Hamolka in Berlin 
Visit the Jewish Museum & Gleis 17 Memorial 
Tour Prague’s Hradcany Castle & Charles Bridge 
Walk the streets of Josefov, Prague’s Jewish Old Town 
Tour to Terezin, the former Nazi “model” concentration camp 
 Visit key sites in the Warsaw Ghetto 
 See Warsaw’s Nozyk Synagogue & the huge Gensa Cemetery 
 Tour Warsaw’s new Museum of the History of Polish Jews 
 Experience a moving visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau 
 Tour the Old Jewish District, Kazimierz  
 Stop at Schindler’s Factory  
 Transfers included if arriving/departing with the main group 
 Entrance fees per itinerary 
 Porterage 
 

….AND SO MUCH MORE! 

This Amazing Journey Includes: 

Tour Costs 
Full Cost  

(Paid by CC) 
Discounted  

(Paid by Check) 

Land Costs $4,119.00 $3,999.00 
 

Land costs are per person, based on double occupancy. 
Single occupancy is $1,441.00 or $1,399.00 paid by check. 

 

Internal flight from Prague to Warsaw is included in land cost. 
 

Airfare will be available by June 2014 



Tour does not include: Roundtrip airfare (available by June 2014), departure taxes and fuel surcharges (subject to change until ticketed). 
Participants arriving at other times (not with the group flights) are responsible for their own transfers. Ayelet Tours will be happy to arrange private 
transfers at an additional cost. Optional tour to Cesky Krumlov ($65pp). Optional State Opera House Performance (TBD - approx. $75pp). Any 
border taxes or visas, tips to guides, driver and dining room waiters ($15.00 per person, per day, pre-collected), travel insurance (highly 
recommended), or items of a personal nature. CANCELLATION POLICY:  $100.00 per person charge if cancelled once booked plus any 
applicable airline penalties.  $250.00 per person plus any additional airline penalties charged if cancelled 60-31 days before departure.  100% 
penalties apply if cancelled 30 days or less before departure.   
Disclaimer: Ayelet Tours, Ltd., Rabbis Richard & Susan Rheins & Temple Sinai act only as agents for the tour members in making arrangements for hotels, transpor-
tation, touring, restaurants or any other services in connection with the itinerary. We will exercise reasonable care in making such arrangements. However, we do not 
assume any liability whatsoever for any injury, damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity to person and property because of an act of default of any hotel, airline 
carrier, restaurant, company, or person rendering any of the services included in the tour. The right is reserved to cancel or change itineraries, accommodations, speak-
ers or scholars, operation staff or to substitute comparable service without notice. The right is reserved to decline to accept or retain any tour passengers should such 
person's health or general deportment impede the operation of the tour to the detriment of the other tour passengers. 

Yes!   I want to join Rabbis Richard & Susan Rheins of Temple Sinai on this tour to Central & Eastern Europe in July 2015! 
I am sending this form with a $500 per person deposit, payable to Ayelet Tours. 

*Please include a copy of the front page of each person’s passport.*  
Passport must be valid for 6 months past travel dates.  

 
 

 

 

 
Name as it appears on passport (including middle name):  ______________________________________________________ 

Address:         City:________________________    State:   ZIP:     

Passport No.:               Expiration:        Date of Birth:________________________ 

Phone:         Email:          
 

Pay by credit card:  __MC  ___Visa  ___Disc __ AmEx  #___________________________ Exp:________ Security Code:__ 
 

 If submitting multiple forms, please check this box to apply the CC information above to cover all registration deposits in your family 
  

Sharing with another registrant (registering separately)?  Please note name here:_______________________________ 
 

Ayelet Tours, Ltd. * 19 Aviation Road * Albany, NY  12205 
(800) 237-1517 * (518) 783-6001 * FAX (518) 783-6003 * e-mail: ayelet@ayelet.com ST40177 

On This Outstanding Journey, together we will… 
 

Engage with the Progressive Communities in Central & Eastern Europe 
Enrich our knowledge of European Jewish History, and the overall history of the region 

Immerse in European Culture — Art, Food & Wine 
Experience all that Central & Eastern Europe has to offer, together as a traveling community 

Confront the horrors of the past, and celebrate the re-birth of the communities of  
today and tomorrow in the region 

 Read the full itinerary and register today online at: 
 

www.ayelet.com/RheinsCEJuly2015.aspx 

 Land Only  July 11 - Optional Tour to amazing Cesky Krumlov - $65 

 Land & Air  July 12—Optional Prague Opera House Performance - $75 
 July 18—Optional Wieliczka Salt Mine experience- $65 
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In The Congregation

SINAI MEDITATION-
HAVDALAH-POTLUCK EVENT
Saturday, November 8th, 2014 

2:00 to 6:30 p.m. 
at Temple Sinai

The Sinai Lay-Led Spirituality Committee is 
hosting a meditation-Havdalah-potluck event 
on November 8 from 2:00 to 6:30 p.m. at 
Temple Sinai. The event will feature teachers 
from different meditation traditions, including 
Jewish meditation. Each teacher will explain the 
tenets of their tradition and then lead a short 
meditation that reflects their specific form of 
meditation. 

The event will include a panel discussion about 
meditation and different forms of meditation 
practice. The evening will include an alternative 
Havdalah service followed by a potluck dinner.

The event is open to everyone in the 
Sinai community, high school age or older. 
No meditation experience is required. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to find out what 
meditation is, why people meditate, and how 
you can start or deepen your personal meditation 
practice. 

Please bring $18.00 to cover expenses and a 
dish to share at the potluck. Please RSVP to Susan 
Bernhardt by email, susan@essenceayurveda.com 
or by phone, 303-523-5289. 

 

We will be offering our congregants the 
opportunity to dedicate a brick in memory of or 
in honor of a loved one, a simchah or a special 
message. Bricks will be placed right outside the 
new Learning Center.  Bricks will be available 
for purchase beginning on November 15.  Watch 
your email and mail boxes for more information 
coming soon!

Annual Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service

with our friends at 
First Plymouth

Sunday evening, November 23rd at 7:00 p.m.
Forty-seven years ago, when Temple Sinai 

was just beginning, our friends at First Plymouth 
UCC shared their building with us and gave us a 
home. That spirit of good will, generosity, and 
cooperation has continued throughout our more 
than four decades of friendship.  

In light of our shared history, how appropriate 
it is for members of our two congregations to 
join before Thanksgiving for a service to express 
our appreciation to God for the goodness and 
bounty that bless our nation and its citizens. 

This year, the service will be held at First 
Plymouth on Sunday, November 23 at 7:00pm. 
It will include inspiring music and prayers by 
our clergy, along with First Plymouth’s religious 
leaders. After the service, we will enjoy a lovely 
dessert. This brief, but meaningful and musical 
service sets a perfect mood to our Thanksgiving. 
Donations will be collected to benefit the local 
food banks and homeless shelters. 

Please consider beginning your observance 
of Thanksgiving with this wonderful interfaith 
service.

In Memoriam
Michael Silverman, Son of Bernie & Sheila 
Silverman
George Goodgold, Father of Meryl (Dr. Starr) 
Leva
Daniel Cramer, Son of Steve & Kathi Cramer, 
Grandson of Vicki Cramer, Nephew of Susan
(Stan) Kerstein, Cousin of Josh (Lauren)
Kerstein and Jenna (David) Smith
Peggy Selber, Mother of Polly (Barry) 
Gleichenhaus
Leigh Wilson, Niece of Jim (Cathy Sunshine) 
Wilson
Emily Jane Bacow, Grand Niece of Dolly (Rod) 
Corlin
Sam Oster, Father of Dr. Heidi Oster
Arnold Weil, Father of Barbara (Ken) Laff

Save The Date
Chanukah Cabaret 
with Cantor Nesis
Saturday, December 20th

A special Chanukah treat at Temple Sinai! 
More information to come...



Sisterhood is keeping very busy these days.  It’s amazing 
what a great group of women can accomplish.   Our goal for 
the year 5775 is to have an event every month.  Whether it’s 
social or educational in nature, or special Gift Shop shopping, 
we’re here as a vital part of the Temple Sinai Community.  

 

At last year’s Bazaar, we had over 50 unique and 
wonderful vendors.  Items included clothing, Lego mezuzahs, 
jewelry, textiles, pottery, soaps, doll clothes, paintings, 
photography, candles, eco-friendly goods, skincare, crystal/

We are Temple Sinai Sisterhood…

Todah Rabbah…
to Judith Park, Robyn Gold, Steve and Lisa Friedman, 

Deborah Juris, Joel Koler, Jon Levison, and Eddie Yenkinson for 
helping to build our 13th Habitat home!

to McBoat Photography for taking new staff photos and for 
always being so generous to Temple Sinai.

to Susan, George & Ben Welton, Dolly Corlin, Hilde Abrams, 
Debbie Hostetler, Adrienne Levy, Rabbi Susan Rheins, Debbie 
Nochlin, Rachel Keller, Grace Bach, Ralph & Shirley Beer 
Powell, Cass Robbins and Marina Rolbin for their help with the 
Sisterhood Trunk Show.

to all those who lent their talents to make our High Holy 
Day music so amazing: Cindy Butts, Gale Chapman, Rondi 
Frieder, Robyn Gold, Marie Gordon, Matt Gordon, Lois Grayck, 
Jean Guthery, Leah Hamilton, Andrea Jacobs, Bruce Johnson, 
Kerry Johnson, Marilyn Kopelman, Kim Kramer, Carol Krugman 
Maller, Ken Laff, Jeremy Lazarus, Aaron Lepkin, Wayne Lepkin, 
Bruce Marsden, Ellen Moeller, Estelle Nadel, Brian Nieder, 
Megan O’Connor, Aviva Pflock, Andy Pollet, Jane Robbins, 
Heidi Schmidt, Zachary Singer, Lynne Stempien, Mackenzie 
Talley, David Trachtenberg, Rose Trachtenberg, Tom Vanden 
Bosch, Aleh Viatkin, Jennifer Weinfeld, Geoff Wodell, Barbara 
Zeidman and a special thank you to: JoAnn Gudvangen Brown, 
accompanist; Linda Leonard, Adult Choir Director; Rich Gabriel, 
trumpet; Isabelle Aboaf, violin; Robyn Gold, flute; Osi Sladek, 
guest soloist.

to Paul Bonilla and Jeffrey Weinberg, Co-Chairs of the High 
Holy Day Ushers and to all of the Ushers who provide invaluable 
support to our congregation.

to Ray Smith, Chair of the High Holy Day Greeters.
to Josh Zucker and Michelle Weinraub, Co-Chairs of the 

Temple Security Committee, for all of their hard work at the 
High Holy Days. Special thanks to Josh for his endless help 
during each and every service and to Michelle for working the 
Will Call desk.

to the chair of our High Holy Day Hunger Project. She likes 
to remain anonymous, but we are eternally grateful.

to Linda Leonard and the Adult Choir for making our High 
Holy Days feel so meaningful with beautiful music.

to Isabelle Aboaf, Osi Sladek, and Ben Sunshine for bringing 
beautiful music to our Simchat Torah celebration!

to Bobbi & Mark Kramer for the delicious, beautiful lunch 
for the staff in the sukkah. We enjoyed it so much--your 
thoughtfulness and generosity are above and beyond. You guys 
are the best!

to Suzan Markman for helping in the office so the staff could 
have lunch together.

to Debbie Hostetler, Caroline Landgraff, Shelly Cohen, Lisa 
Humphries, Marina Rolbins, Phyllis Babich, Susan Welton and 
Shirley Beer-Powell for all of their help in the Gift Shop.

glass, preserves, scarves, knitted items, Judaica, including 
challah covers, furniture, invitations, cards, fleece blankets, 
mugs, and so much more.  

This year’s list of vendors is shaping up to be even better.  
Our own Gift Shop will feature Chanukah items from 
menorahs and dreidles to beautiful Chanukah candles. This 
is one sale you won’t want to miss.  You will find everything 
you need to make the holiday joyous.  It’s one stop shopping 
with a purpose!   

Finally, come by the Gift Shop to see our exclusive line 
of Chavez for Charity Bracelets, commissioned especially 
for Temple Sinai. The charms and stones are unique to 
us.  Priced at $10, they are made to be worn in multiples or 
with other bracelets.  They make the perfect Bat Mitzvah 
or Chanukah gift.  Best of all, Chavez for Charity donates a 
portion of their proceeds back to Temple Sinai.  What better 
gift for your loved ones, friends and for Temple Sinai!  

Contact Shirley Beer Powell or Susan Welton at 
sisterhood@sinaidenver.org and be a part of our wonderful 
group of women. From the experience and wisdom of one 
generation to the promise of a bright future for the next, 
Temple Sinai Sisterhood plays a vital role. If you’re not a 
member, now is the time to join.  

In The Congregation
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Michelle Schwartz 
Principal

Religious School News
A few weeks ago, as the 9th and 10th grade 

classes were celebrating and learning about the 
connection between Sukkot and hunger, we 
discovered how passionate our classes could be 
about helping make an impact on this issue.  We 
started with some of the Biblical foundations for 
what and how we eat.   We talked about Kashrut 
and how even in our modern day world, if you 
don’t keep Kosher, these laws that deal with 
consumption and intention are still relevant.  
We care (or should care) about what we eat and 
where is comes from just as the Israelites were 
told to do in the Torah thousands of years ago.  

As we started discussing hunger in America, 
the conversation turned to whose problem is 
hunger and what can we do to solve such a 
large scale issue.  Mazon, A Jewish Response to 
Hunger, published a handout that you may have 
seen on our tables during the High Holidays.  We 
looked through these myths, and we were struck 
by how many of these myths we believed to be 
true.  We paused for a moment as we looked 
at myth 2- It’s better for local charities to feed 
people, not the government.  Mazon states, 
“Charitable organizations–including Mazon’s 
nationwide partners on the front lines–were 
not designed to feed their entire community.  
Instead, these food banks, food pantries and 
soup kitchens were created to solve what 
were thought to be temporary or emergency 
situations, not systemic problems.”  As we 
increased our awareness about the government 
assistance available to families in the U.S., 
we realized how hard it is to qualify for food 
assistance, and that support for our local food 
banks has become critical.  Some of the other 
myths helped us realize that we also don’t ever 
really know what hunger looks like.  Families 
that are living with food insecurity exist in every 
neighborhood, big city, rural farm and urban 
communities.  With that being the case, how can 
we make an impact on this huge global issue?  

As a group it was decided that the 9th and 
10th grade classes would take on, as their project, 
our annual Thanksgiving Food Drive that is 
a joint program with Temple Sinai Preschool, 
and in the spring, a food collection to help the 
Weinberg Food Pantry continue to serve the 
large population that is does year round.   The 
students have committed to being here on 
Sunday mornings and Monday evenings to help 
with the food collection during both drop-off 
and pick-up times.  In addition, they will be 

placing a bin in the main lobby for donations 
to the Thanksgiving drive.  We have been very 
successful in the past supporting this drive. This 
year, we are hoping to be able to provide the 
food pantry with even more necessary items 
with your help.  Any time you are at Temple 
from November 1st – November 17th, consider 
bringing a donation of the following items: 

• Frozen turkeys
• Disposable aluminum foil roasting pans
• Canned yams or sweet potatoes
• Instant mashed potatoes
• Stuffing
• Canned pumpkin pie mix
• Evaporated milk
• Canned cranberry sauce or jelly
• Canned green beans
• Cream of mushroom soup
• Turkey gravy mix
• Fresh apples
• Canned fruit
• Grocery store gift cards
 We wish you and your family a very Happy 

Thanksgiving and appreciate your support!
 

Michelle Schwartz
Michelle Schwartz

CU Family Weekend Shabbat with the TSYG 
Alumni at Hillel. David Coons and Andi Vicksman 
are Co-Presidents this year. Pictured are (from 
left to right) Adam Shafer, Naomi Gold, Jonah 
Kohn, Aliza Gold, David Coons, Andi Vicksman 
(not pictured: Sam Rheins). 
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Preschool News
As the last few leaves fall from their branches 

and gently settle on the ground below, I am 
reminded of the Thanksgiving holiday and what 
it means to our families and friends. When 
you ask a young child what their favorite part 
about Thanksgiving is you may hear them tell 
you about the mouth-watering turkey or the 
delicious pumpkin pie they will be feasting on. 
While we all enjoy the many traditional foods 
served on Thanksgiving, the meaning behind the 
holiday is the true celebration and an important 
part of teaching children about this holiday. Our 
teachers recently asked the children about the 
meaning of Thanksgiving, and in some instances 
to spur their thinking, what they were thankful 
for. Here are their responses:

•  God lets us enjoy all the animals and 
    rainbows–Anna, Age 4
•  For the river I played in with my daddy and 
    mommy. –Blake, Age 4
•  Mommy, daddy, Shabbat & challah. –Dylan,
    Age 4
•  Being happy and pumpkin pie. I love 
    pumpkin pie. –Gianna, Age 4
•  House, food, and water that is going to help
    your body be strong! –Noah, Age 4
•  School & friends.–Maren, Age 4
•  Crayons and markers so I can make 
    beautiful things. –Niels, Age 4
•  My Mommy and Daddy. – Zachary, Age 3
•  Daddy, because he loves me. –Harper, Age 3
•  I’m thankful that my mommy and daddy let
    me watch Frozen a lot. –Maddie, Age 3
•  I am thankful for my mommy because she 
    loves me and also my daddy loves me. –
    Henry, Age 3
•  For Lightening McQueen. –Nash, Age 3
•  I am not thankful for Frozen. –Kiya, Age 3
•  My daddy, because I love him so much. –
    Dylan, Age 3
•  My toy motorcycle. –Everette, Age 3
•  Loving my mommy and daddy. –Charlie, 
    Age 3
•  My Captain America motorcycle. –Hayes, 
    Age 3
•  My fish. –Simone, Age 3
It never gets too old and no one will ever fault 

you for giving thanks and showing appreciation.  
There is no better time to reinforce this message 
for ourselves and our children than Thanksgiving. 
The values associated with Thanksgiving are 
also core Jewish values, as there is a blessing 
for almost everything in the Jewish tradition to 

express our gratitude.  Before eating food, there 
is a blessing thanking God for bringing forth 
bread from the earth and providing a world that 
will sustain us and satiate us through the food 
we eat.  When we see the wonders of nature 
there is a blessing thanking God and showing 
appreciation for the beauty of our world.  We say 
blessings to mark special occasions or when we 
have a new experience.  When a loved one dies, 
we say a special prayer called Kaddish to honor 
their memory and to affirm life. 

All of these Jewish blessings and prayers are 
part of our tradition helping us remember not to 
take our lives for granted.  This year when you 
sit down at your Thanksgiving table, ready to 
enjoy the turkey, pumpkin pie and all the other 
traditional Thanksgiving foods, I encourage us all 
to be sure to use this special opportunity to show 
our thanks and appreciation for many things.  
Perhaps you and your children can make a list of 
things of which your family is appreciative of and 
give everyone a chance to share their thoughts.   
Whatever works best for you, don’t forget to 
express your thanks, just as we do each and every 
day with each other and all of our Preschool 
children.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Shannon Morgione
Shannon Morgione

Upcoming Events:
Parent/Teacher Conferences November 20 & 21
Tot Shabbat November 21 at 5:30 p.m.
Fall Break – No School November 24-28

A special thank you to Allan Markman and 
Ben Eber for demonstrating the Shofar.

Shannon 
Morgione 
Preschool 
Director

New Early 
Bird Hours!  
To help our 

working 
families we 

have moved our 
opening hours 
for the school 

year from 
7:30 a.m. to 

7:00 a.m.
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TSYG (9 th-12 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs 
Sukkot Spaghetti Dinner 
Wednesday, October 8 
Celebrate Sukkot with your TSYG 
family at our annual Sukkot 
Spaghetti dinner fundraiser! 
 
Corn Maze Craze! 
Friday, October 17 
Fall is here and there’s no better place to celebrate 
than a Corn Maze! Join us for Shabbat and an 
evening outside in the beautiful fall colors. 
 
TSYG Lounge Night 
Wednesday, October 22 
Lounge Nights are back... on their new day: 
WEDNESDAYS! Take a break from homework, grab 
a bite and hang out with your friends. 
 
“Pizza in the Lounge”  
6th-12th graders, come hang out, eat 
dinner, catch up with friends and 
play in the Youth Lounge from 5:30-
6:15 pm. The cost is only $5! Buy a 
Pizza Punch Card online and get one 
night for FREE! 
Fall  Semester Dates: 10/06, 11/03, 
12/08 

JYG (6 th-8 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs 
JYG at the Bowling Alley 
Sunday, October 12 
Let’s see how many strikes you can 

get! Join us for an 
awesome 
afternoon of bowling and lunch. 
 
Ruach (3 rd-5 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs: 
Storytell ing Sunday! 
Sunday, October 19 
Join Ruach as we jump into the 

world storytelling- a place where the sky is the 
limit! The program will take place from 12:00 – 
1:30 p.m. directly following Religious School and 
includes lunch!  
 
Meretz (K-2nd 
Grade)  
Upcoming Programs: 
Storytell ing Sunday! 
 Join Meretz as we jump into 
the world storytelling- a place 
where the sky is the limit! 
The program will take place 
from 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. directly 
following Religious School and includes lunch!  
 
  

A CLOSER LOOK! 
Check out the TSYG President’s insight into youth group and why he 
loves it…. 
 
Adam Vicksman ,  12 th grade 
TSYG President 
 
Hi! My name is Adam Vicksman and I am the current president of 
Temple Sinai Youth Group (TSYG). I think youth group is special because 
it gives you time to be with your friends and be yourself. TSYG is part of 
the North American Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY) and within that, 
the Missouri Valley Region (MV). TSYG and NFTY are so accepting of 
people, even if you do something that would be “awkward” in the regular 
world, no one judges you. Youth group is a time where you can really 
relax and forget about school, your schoolwork and all of the stresses in 
your regular life. There is no place like TSYG. If you want to know more 
about TSYG, just let me know! We would love to see you there! 

Emails & More Information 
Send Carly an email with your child’s name and grade and you will be added to the email list to get 

Youth Group updates. ALSO! Check out our Facebook page for updates… 
www.facebook.com/TempleSinaiYouthPrograms 

  

A CLOSER LOOK!
Check out Asher’s insight into youth group and why he loves it….
Asher Wolf, 7th grade
Junior Youth Group member

I have never felt more connected to my Jewish community 
than through Junior Youth Group. In JYG, I get to express my 
Jewish identity with kids my age. I am so thankful that I have this 
opportunity to be and feel Jewish. After a long summer I was glad to 
reunite with old friends and continue my Jewish experience. I had such 
an awesome time at JYG @ Jumpstreet in September, not only because 
I was at one of the coolest places in the world, but because I got to 
connect with my friends, discuss Judaism and have a good time. JYG, 
Teen Music Group, and Temple Sinai in general have changed my life 
as a Jew. They have all helped me understand how proud I am to be 
Jewish.
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Carly Coons 
Director of Youth 

Engagement

Parent Volunteers
Want to get 

involved in our 
Youth Group 
community? 

Want to help out 
with programs or 
behind-the-scenes 

work? Contact 
Carly Coons at 

carly@sinaidenver.
org or  

303-759-1827.
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TSYG (9 th-12 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs 
TSYG Annual Bowl-A-Thon 
Saturday, November 15 
It’s that time of year again! Join us 
for our annual fundraiser for Camp 
Rainbow. Camp Rainbow is a camp 
for kids with cancer and other 
blood-related diseases in St. Louis and has been our 
mitzvah project for over 20 years!  
 
TSYG Lounge Night 
Wednesday, November 19 
Lounge Nights are back... on their new night: 
WEDNESDAYS! Take a break from homework, grab 
a bite and hang out with your friends. 
Upcoming Dates: 12/17, 1/28, 2/25, 3/18, 4/22 
 
Mountain Weekend! 
December 19-21 
Come spend a weekend away with TSYG in the 
mountains. We’ll be celebrating Shabbat and doing 
all sorts of activities, both outdoors in the snow and 
inside by the fire! 
 
“Pizza in the Lounge”  
6th-12th graders, come hang out, eat 
dinner, catch up with friends and 
play in the Youth Lounge from 5:30-
6:15 p.m. The cost is only $5! Buy a 
Pizza Punch Card online and get one 
night for FREE! 
Fall  Semester Dates: 11/03, 12/08 

JYG (6 th-8 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs 
JYG Art & Lunch 
Sunday, November 16 
Pull out your paint brushes and 
sketch books! Joins us for Art & 
Lunch as we create works of art to 
take home and to hang in the Youth Lounge! 

 
Ruach (3 rd-5 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs: 
Cooking for Kindness 
Sunday, November 16 
Join Ruach as we practice our 
cooking skills. We will be making 
delicious treats for ourselves and 
others!   

 
Meretz (K-2nd Grade)  
Upcoming Programs: 
Cooking for Kindness 
Sunday, November 16 
Join Meretz as we practice our  
cooking skills. We will be making  
delicious treats for ourselves  
and others!   
 
Sinai Connections 
Sinai Connections is our post-high school outreach 
program. We send Chanukah and Passover boxes 
to our post-high schoolers to help them celebrate 
the holidays and continue to feel connected to 
Sinai. For more information on how to sign up, 
email Carly Coons, carly@sinaidenver.org.    

 
 
 
 

A CLOSER LOOK! 
Check out Asher’s insight into youth group and why he loves it…. 

 
Asher Wolf ,  7 th grade 
Junior Youth Group member 
I have never felt more connected to my Jewish community than through Junior Youth Group. In JYG, I get 
to express my Jewish identity with kids my age. I am so thankful that I have this opportunity to be and feel 
Jewish. After a long summer I was glad to reunite with old friends and continue my Jewish experience. I had 
such an awesome time at JYG @ Jumpstreet in September. Not only because I was at one of the coolest 
places in the world, but because I got to connect with my friends, discuss Judaism and have a good time. 
JYG, Teen Music Group, and Temple Sinai in general have changed my life as a Jew. They have all helped me 
understand how proud I am to be Jewish. 

Emails & More Information 
Send Carly an email with your child’s name and grade and you will be added to the email list to get Youth 

Group updates. ALSO! Check out our Facebook page for updates… 
www.facebook.com/TempleSinaiYouthPrograms  
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Logan Marin Samuels
November 1

Stephen Kahn
November 8

Sam Korman
November 22

Jordan Jacob Skolnick
November 8

Logan is the daughter of Craig 
& Benita Samuels and the sister 
of Mia (9). She is a student at 
Cimmaron Middle School and 
enjoys reading, writing, art and 
Parkour fitness. For her Mitzvah 
Project, Logan is collecting head 
coverings (hats, caps, scarves, 
bandanas, etc) for children who 
have lost their hair to illness 
through Caps for Kids.

Stephen is the son of Amy Kahn 
and a student at Campus Middle 
School. His hobbies include 
basketball, computer gaming, 
skiing and surfing, travel, and 
horses. For his Mitzvah Project, 
Stephen volunteered to support 
Mi Casa Resources Center.

Jordan is the son of Jeffrey 
and Sharon Skolnick and the 
brother of Rachel (11), Eric (24), 
Laura (28) and Stephanie (29). 
He is a student at Sagewood 
Middle School and enjoys Tae 
Kwon Do and inline hockey. 
For his Mitzvah Project, Jordan 
collected new and gently-used 
sports equipment for children 
at the Jessica Ghawi Gives 
Sports Equipment Drive. He 
also collected food and cash 

Sam is the son of Jennifer 
and David Korman and the 
brother of Maddie (15) and 
Charlie (10). He is a student at 
Stanley British Primary School 
and enjoys skiing, soccer and 
playing guitar. For his Mitzvah 
Project, Sam is raising money 
for The Water Project, a project 
committed to providing families 
in Zimbabwe with clean water.

B’nei Mitzvah

B’nei Mitzvah 2017 
Dates Selection Meeing 

Sunday, November 23 at 11:00 a.m.
We will have a meeting on Sunday, November 

23 at 11:00 a.m. for families with children who 
will turn 13 and become Bar/Bat Mitzvah in the 
year 2017. This is an essential meeting for the 
2017 B’nei Mitzvah families as we will begin the 
process of determining the specific dates of each 
child’s service. Selection forms will be handed 
out at this meeting. We will also review the B’nei 
Mitzvah process including tutors, rehearsals, 
roles of participation for loved ones, and ways 
to make this simchah a truly meaningful and 
blessed experience for your family.  

ESSENTIAL B’nei Mitzvah 2015 & 
2016 Orientation

Sunday, December 14 at 11:00 a.m.
This orientation is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

and open to all families with children who will 
become a Bar or Bat Mitzvah in 2015 or 2016. 
At this orientation, we will have a thorough 
introduction of the B’nei Mitzvah process, from 
tutoring to rehearsals to roles of participation, 
to onegs and the celebrations after the service. 
Most significantly, we will explore and help each 
family find a way to create a Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
experience that is inspiring and meaningful for 
both the students and their parents. 

There will be a pizza and salad lunch (free of 
charge!) for all who RSVP. Please call the Temple 
office today to reserve your family’s spot.

donations and helped with sorting the food pantry at the Parker Task 
Force.



Alan Jacobson Memorial Fund
In Honor of
Bat Mitzvah of Hannah Mendel Lawrence Jacobson
Bat Mitzvah of Marni Leftin Lawrence Jacobson

Building Our Future Fund 
In Honor of
Building Our Future Ely & Barbara Fishkin
Building Our Future Jack & Ruth Cohen
Building Our Future Gregg & Karen Engel
Building Our Future Arlen & Ruth Lurie Ambrose
Building Our Future Charles Shom
In Memory of
Bernice K. Cohen Ed & Marilyn Pepper
Daniel Cramer Ed & Marilyn Pepper
Daphne Molk Alan & Helen Molk
Freida Wright Alan & Anita Eisenberg
Joseph Eisenberg Alan & Anita Eisenberg
Kay Culbertson Ed & Debby Rosenfeld
Kay Culbertson Allan & Helena Striker
Kay Culbertson Alan & Linda Weinstein
Kay Culbertson Jerry & Natalie Lassow
Kay Culbertson Mitch & Michelle Weinraub
Kay Delores Culbertson Gerald & Dr. Judith Zevin
Libbie Lader Vicki Cramer
Marvin Brilliant Ed & Marilyn Pepper
Michael Silverman Fern Seltzer & Andy Heymsfield
Morton Solomon Lorraine Solomon
Pamela Goldberg Katz Bernard & Shana Katz
Peggy Selber The Shaner Family
Yetta Watson Art & Marilyn Wolfson
Jill Zeidman Glass Bart & Barbara Valls
Thinking of
Andi Rosenthall Helene Hoffman
Daisy Flynn Bernard & Shana Katz
Daisy Flynn Robert & Marsha Gold
Daisy Flynn Bernard & Sheila Silverman
Daisy Flynn Fern Seltzer & Andy Heymsfield
Helene Abrahams Ed & Debby Rosenfeld
Rabbi Keren Gorban Robert & Marsha Gold
Rose Trachtenberg Bernard & Sheila Silverman
Ted Ruskin Ed & Debby Rosenfeld

Cemetery Beautiful Fund
In Memory of
Marc Pollet Andrew & Cindi Pollet
Sylvia Rosenthal George & Florence Steinberg

Cohen Family B’nei Mitzvah Chumash Fund
In Memory of
Danny Cramer Dick & Barbara Finke

Doron Abosch Memorial Fund
In Honor of
Linda Weinstein, Volunteer of the Year Carolyn Eisen & Gene Zimmerman
In Memory of
Michael Silverman Richard & Elaine Ricklin
Sylvia Abosch David & Irene Abosch

General Fund
In Honor of
a beautiful Kol Nidre service Gerald & Natalie Lassow
birth of Ralph & Shirley Beer Powell’s
   twin grandchildren Grace Bach
Brian Nieder and the High Holy 
   Day Choir Dr. Robert & Barbara Nieder
Cindy Coons, Volunteer of the Year Jay & Bev Rosen
High Holy Days 5775 Julie Fishman
John & Lisa Perlmutter Florence Lesser
Marshall & Carol Tobin Elaine Hirschman
Temple Sinai Diane Rubinstein
In Memory of
Benjamin Dembling Dr. David & Joyce Spiegler
Bernard & Ella Brunschwig Mike & Geegee Brunschwig

Carlyn Ungar Grace Bach
Daniel Cramer Rob & Cindy Abramson
Daniel Cramer Harvey & Jackie Bolshoun
Danny Cramer Sol & Dorothea Flax
Danny Cramer Sara Blanco & Family
Danny Cramer Alan & Barbara Lipkin
Danny Cramer Dale & Dianne Dawson
Dorothy Shafer Byron & Evy Shafer
Florine Sachs Edith Hayutin & Family
Ida Letman Steve & Nancy Letman
Irene Boehm Sam & Carol Jonas
Joe & Lena Susman Mike & Geegee Brunschwig
Kay Culbertson Lisa, Josh & Zach Thorner
Kay Culbertson Grace Bach
Melvin King Dennis & Paula King
Michael Silverman Lisa, Josh & Zach Thorner
Sam Susman Mike & Geegee Brunschwig
Sonia “Sonni” Jacobs Herbert & Betty Jacobs
Martin Roslin Jerry & Lauren Kaplan
Thank You
for the privilege of attending your 
    lovely Kol Nidre service Elaine Krantz
Thinking of
Daisy Flynn Grace Bach

Ilene Shiroff Memorial Fund
In Honor of
Stanley Farber’s birthday Wendy Vean
In Memory of
Chuck Kelly Joe & Marlynn Silver
Harriet Brooks Joe & Marlynn Silver
Harriet Brooks Dorothy Rosenblatt
Marsha Parker Joe & Marlynn Silver
Marsha Parker Dorothy Rosenblatt

Julius & Helen Ring Israel Teen Scholarship Fund
In Honor of
Ana Dodson Matt & Marie Gordon
birth of Sydney Rose Barocas Matt & Marie Gordon
Cantor Nesis Matt & Marie Gordon
Cindy Coons, Volunteer of the Year Matt & Marie Gordon
Dorothy Lepoff’s birthday Judy Schwartz
Joe Epstein, Joyce Meltzer & Cyndi 
    Mogolov reading Torah at morning 
    minyan Dr. Jean Guthery
Linda Weinstein, Volunteer of the Year Matt & Marie Gordon
marriage of Kari McCallie to 
    Alex Schwartz Lin & Gary Sunshine
Rabbi Gorban’s Holiday Sermons Dr. Jean Guthery
Rabbi Rheins’ Holiday Sermons Dr. Jean Guthery
Rallie Ginsberg’s 98th Birthday Lin & Gary Sunshine
Zachary Chapman’s Bar Mitzvah Joyce Meltzer
In Memory of
Charles Schwartz Lin & Gary Sunshine
Danny Cramer Ed & Debby Rosenfeld
Danny Cramer Dr. Mel & Roberta Klein
Dora Ginsberg Lin & Gary Sunshine
Evelyn & Tim Shaner, Steven Shaner 
   and Tina & Joe Shaner The Shaner Family
Frances Lambert Rita Kelly
Fred Hoffman, Esther & Zak Nahmouli The Shaner Family
Julius Ginsberg Lin & Gary Sunshine
Julius Ring Estelle Meskin
Kay Culbertson Dr. Jean Guthery
Kay Culbertson Steve & Lisa Friedman
Kay Culbertson Lin & Gary Sunshine
Kay Culbertson Matt & Marie Gordon
Leon Ginsberg Lin & Gary Sunshine
Michael Silverman Dr. Jean Guthery
Michael Silverman Dr. Mel & Roberta Klein
Michael Silverman Judy Schwartz
Michael Silverman Lin & Gary Sunshine
Mike Silverman Matt & Marie Gordon
Morris Weinberg Lin & Gary Sunshine
Rivka (Hinda) Friedland Wayne, Ita, Adrah & Becky Leitner
Stanley Averch Mark & Hanna Shaner
Sylvia Oster Dr. Mark & Ilene Dell’Acqua
Ted Weinstein Stephen & Sherri Weinstein
Victor Ginsberg Lin & Gary Sunshine
Yehial Ezra Friedland Wayne, Ita, Adrah & Becky Leitner

Gifts & Contributions

We Gratefully 
Acknowledge 

Your Generous 
Contributions
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Contributions
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Thinking of
Ann Ross Lin & Gary Sunshine
Charlotte Briss Lin & Gary Sunshine
Diane Samet Ed & Debby Rosenfeld
Diane Samet Judy Schwartz
Diane Samet Lin & Gary Sunshine
Helene Abrahams Lin & Gary Sunshine
Jill Friedman Fixler Lin & Gary Sunshine
Rabbi Joe Goldman Lin & Gary Sunshine

Marilyn Tobin Memorial Flower Fund
In Honor of
Dorothy Lepoff’s special birthday Marshall & Carol Tobin
Marshall & Carol Tobin Florence Lesser
In Memory of
Bernice K. Cohen Marshall & Carol Tobin
Louis Gotlieb Jerry & Dorothy Gotlieb
Michael Silverman Roger & Judie Gershaw
Thinking of
Diane Samet Carolyn Eisen & Gene Zimmerman
Jordon Perlmutter Marshall & Carol Tobin
Ruth Lurie-Ambrose Marshall & Carol Tobin

Marilyn Tobin Memorial Flower Fund (HHD 
Flowers)
In Honor of
our children & grandchildren Jerry & Dorothy Gotlieb
Rabbis Richard & Susan Rheins, 
    Rabbi Keren Gorban, Rabbi Raymond 
    Zwerin and Cantor Sheila Nesis Fred & Beth Barnet

Max Fogel Children & Adults Library Fund
In Memory of
Anne Cohen Loren Ginsburg
Eva Landsberg Andrea Forlina
Linda Popofsky Fern Seltzer & Andy Heymsfield
Orville Jeff Andrews Debra Webster
In Thinking of
Rose Trachtenberg Fern Seltzer & Andy Heymsfield

Mitzvah Project Fund
In Honor of
Milena Reeve’s baby naming Mitch & Michelle Weinraub
In Memory of
Fern Primack Cyd Rodriguez

Music Fund
In Honor of
Jean Guthery Sid & Barbara Glassman
In Memory of
Florine Sachs Michael Sachs and Debbie & Steve   

     Lucero
Michael Silverman Jerry & Laurie Caspe
Michael Silverman Fred & Judy Lazar

Preschool Underwriting Fund
In Honor of
Jason & Karen Dorfman Jan & Linda Dorfman
Temple Sinai Preschool Jan Fisher
Temple Sinai Preschool Ed & Debby Rosenfeld
In Memory of
Charles & Florence Goodman Mike & Abby Hanselin

Rabbi Gorban Discretionary Fund
In Memory of
Benjamin Diamond Alan, Linda, Geri & Cory Weinstein
Michael Silverman Philip & Rochelle Schaten

Rabbi Rheins Discretionary Fund
In Honor of
marriage of Alison Dinn & Jeff Goodman Jeffrey Goodman & Alison Dinn
Milena Reeve’s baby naming Mitch & Michelle Weinraub
the Hebrew naming of grandson 
    Oliver Arthur Lawrence Roberta Greengard
wedding of Joel Appel & Tiffany 
    Glucksman Richard & Gayle Glucksman

In Memory of
Alan Farber John & Lori Spanbauer
Danny Cramer Arthur & Terry Heller
Debbie Kleinman Craig Kleinman
Ephraim Howard Duke & Sandy Kaminsky
Evelyn Mandelbaum Phyllis Goodman
Gladys Stern Debra Frank
Jess Kortz Mark & Pearle Rae Levey
Kay Culbertson Marshall & Helene Abrahams
Marc Wurmbrand Rocco & Judi Dodson
Michael Silverman Daisy Flynn
Michael Silverman Fred & Lois Margolin
Michael Silverman Debra Frank
Papa Marvin Mary Ann and Mark May
Thinking of
Neil & Sandy Culbertson Ron & Gale Kahn
Steve & Kathi Cramer Ron & Gale Kahn

Rabbi Zwerin Discretionary Fund
In Memory of
Morris Arck Linda Arck

Religious School Fund
In Memory of
Daniel Cramer Steve, Julie, Desi & Giselle   

     Rotenberg

Robin’s World Playground Fund
In Memory of
Mary Aronson Roy & Eileen Parker

Sisterhood Fund
In Honor of
birth of Ralph & Shirley Beer Powell’s
    twin grandchildren Rod & Dolly Corlin

Social Action/We Care Fund
In Honor of
Debra Fendrich, a true mitzvah maven Sid & Barbara Glassman
Temple Sinai Social Action Randy & Lois Arlen

Temple’s Choice
In Honor of
Amy Becker & the Temple Sinai Staff The Zucker Family
Temple Sinai Daniel & Judith Lichtin
Temple Sinai Ushers & Greeters The Zucker Family
In Memory of
Danny Cramer Charles A Strauss
Danny Cramer Lisa Learn
Samuel Parris Lou & Andi Rosenthall
Thinking of
Rose Trachtenberg Fred & Lois Margolin
Ted Ruskin Fred & Lois Margolin

Mazal Tov…
to Jan and Linda Dorfman on the 

marriage of their son Jason to Claire 
Werthan, daughter of Alan and Vanessa 
Werthan, on September 14th.

to Ralph and Shirley Beer Powell on the 
birth of their grandson Grayson Powell on 
October 6.

to Carole and Jerry Rich on the 
engagement of their daughter Cady Rich to 
Jody Rissmiller.



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
 � 8:00am  PaRDeS    

 Meditation
 � 9:00am  Shabbat  

 Morning Minyan
 � 10:30am  B/M L. Samuels
 � 10:30am  AM Torah Study

2
 � 10:00am Middot

4 5
 � 12:00pm Modern Israeli   

 Hebrew
 � 6:00pm  Religious School
 � 6:30pm   Lifelong Jewish   

 Learning

6
 � 12:00pm  Lunch & Learn

8
 � 9:00am  Shabbat  

 Morning Minyan
 � 10:00am  Rosh Hodesh
 � 10:30am  B/M J. Skolnick   

 and  S. Kahn
 � 10:30am  Torah Study
 � 10:30am  Making Prayer   

 Meaningful
 � 2:00pm  Meditation   

 Havdalah   
 Potluck

 � 7:00pm  Temple Sinai   
 Comedy Night

10
 � 6:15pm  Religious School
 � 7:00pm  Executive   

                 Committee   
 Meeting

11
 � 4:00-9:00pm    

 Restaurant Night  
 at Volcano

12
 � 12:00pm Modern Israeli   

 Hebrew
 � 6:00pm  Religious School

13
 � 12:00pm  Lunch & Learn
 � 6:00pm   Cocktails &   

 Commentaries
 � 7:30pm  Theater Night   

 at the JCC  
 - Kindertransport

14
 � 6:00pm  Kol Kolot   

 UNBOUND!
 � 7:00pm  Erev Shabbat   

 Family Service   
 w/3rd Grade and  
 Youth Choir

15
 � 8:00am  PaRDeS
 � 9:00am  Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:30am  Torah Study
 � 10:30am  Making Prayer   

 Meaningful
 � 5:00pm  TSYG Program

16
SINAI SUNDAYS

 � 9:00am  Religious School
 � 10:00am  Sisterhood   

 Holiday Bazaar
 � 12:00pm  Meretz/Ruach
 � 12:15pm  JYG

17
 � 6:15pm  Religious School

18 19
 � 11:00am Book Club
 � 12:00pm Modern Israeli   

 Hebrew
 � 6:00pm  TSYG Lounge   

 Night 
 � 6:00pm  Religious School
 � 6:00pm  Bible, Beers and  

 Brotherhood
 � 6:30pm  Lifelong Jewish   

 Learning

20
 � 11:00am  Healing Service
 � 12:00pm  Lunch & Learn
 � 7:00pm  Board of Trustees  

 Meeting

21
 � 5:30pm  Tot Shabbat
 � 7:00pm  Erev Shabbat   

 Service

22
 � 9:00am  Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 9:30am  BMBC/CC
 � 10:30am  B/M S. Korman
 � 10:30am  Torah Study
 � 10:30am  Making Prayer   

 Meaningful

23
SINAI SUNDAYS

 � 9:00am  Religious School
 � 11:00am  B/M Dates   

 Information   
 Meeting

 � 7:00pm  Thanksgiving   
 Interfaith Service  
 at First Plymouth

24
 � 6:15pm  Religious School

29
 � 9:00am  Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:30am  Torah Study

25 26 27
Building Closed

 � Thanksgiving 
   

November  � Religious School
 � Programming
 � Meeting

 � Service
 � Youth
 � Holiday

3
 � 5:00pm  TMG Rehearsal
 � 5:30pm  Pizza In The   

 Lounge
 � 6:15pm  Religious School

7
 � 7:00pm  Erev Shabbat   

 Service with   
 SinaiSounds and  
 IST Families 

9
SINAI SUNDAYS

 � 9:00am  Religious School 
 � 9:00am  Jewish War   

 Veterans
 � 10:00am  Knitting For   

 Charity
 � 10:30am  4th Grade           

 Parent/Student   
 Program

 � 12:00pm  Youth Choir   
 Rehersal

28
Office Closed

 � 7:00pm  Erev Shabbat   
 Service

30



TEMPLE SINAI 
3509 S. Glencoe Street 
Denver, CO 80237-1018 
303-759-1827 
www.sinaidenver.org

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S Postage 

PAID 
Denver, CO 
Permit No. 

4470

Download the 
Temple Sinai 

APP!

HOURS:
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. or by appointment. 
Open Monday night 6:00 - 7:15 and Sunday morning 9:00 - 12:00 

when Religious School is in session. 

Profits benefit the Preschool, Religious School and Ring Israel Teen Scholarship Fund

Gift Registry: 
S. Korman 11/22

We light the first Chanukah 
candle on December 16th and 
the Gift Shop has everything 
you need to make it a festive 

celebration!

The 3rd Annual Holiday Bazaar is November 16th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
A perfect place to do your holiday shopping! 

For more information, contact Jane at giftshop@sinaidenver.org or 303-759-1827. 

Richard S. Rheins, Senior Rabbi 
Keren Gorban, Assistant Rabbi 
Raymond A. Zwerin, Rabbi Emeritus 
Sheila Nesis, Cantor
Amy Becker, Executive Director 
Lisa Thorner, Director of Programming and  
 Volunteer Development 
Cindy Abramson, Communications Director 
Debbie Kohn, Operations Coordinator 
Diana Kaplan, Administrative Assistant 
Lin Sunshine, Executive Assistant to Clergy 
Michelle Schwartz, MARE, Religious School  
   Principal
Shauna Diner, Religious School Assistant 
Carly Coons, Director of Youth Engagement
Frances Pearson, CPA, Controller 
Kelly Nicholas, Bookkeeper
Shannon Morgione, M. Ed., Preschool Director 
Marissa Vaughn, Preschool Office Manager

Board of Trustees
Susan Epstein, President 
David Goldman, Vice President 
Karen Kaplan, Vice President 
Michelle Weinraub, Vice President
Wendy Vean, Vice President 
Ed Schenkein, Treasurer 
Gordan Post, Secretary 
Neil Culbertson, Past President

Trustees:
Grace Bach, Susan Bernhardt, Lane Feingold, 
Jennifer Feingold, Sheryl Gurrentz, Larry 
Jacobson, Debbie Kohn, Sherri Kononov, Larry 
Mogolov, Jon Levison, Ralph Powell, Amy 
Rittenberg, Jeff Robbins, Allan Striker, Josh 
Zucker 
Paul Levine, Brotherhood President
Shirley Beer Powell, Sisterhood President
Adam Vicksman, TSYG President
ex-officio, Lin Sunshine

Staff & Board


